# 


Adultery : 


BEING A 


 Preached : at 


© MARTIN'S 


3 oN 


PRO v. vii. 13—16—22] 


Becauſe ſhe caught him and kiſſed bim, and 
with an impudent Face ſaid unto him, — [ 
bave deci*d my Bed with Coverings, — He 
goeth after her ſtiraightway, as an Ox goeth 
10 the Slaughter, or as 4 Fool to the Cor- 
reftion of the Stocks, 


— — 
„ — 
* 
— — * — 2 
* 8 
N 


LONDON: 


Printed for W. WEB By *near St, baus 
N 1741. 


* Price Sixpence. ] 


1 K Iss, 10 Excuſe for 4 a 
| Gxear Man's living in 


S E R M O N 


A aro i 


m_ 5 — 7 
_— 3 . — 0 3 
n 


1 
* -_ w 
—— — * — — * 3 
* 4 3 5 
* TERS — — Wn ene 


— 6 —— — 
* rr . . 


« 
— — 
1 . ” 
RE 
” 
= 
or MS bs. al 
* 


r * 0 : 
n * COTS Y 2 
— A. Ic —_— 

— 2 7 


} 2 . 
* - 
— * . 
* 
£ ? 
4 1 28 8 
p 
* * 
* — 
* 
F v4. 
* 
* * ©s 
* * 
” * 
x 4 


PR O V. vii. 13—16—22. = MF 
Becauſe ſhe Caught him and Kiſſed him, 


and with an impudent Face ſaid unto him, 
T bave deck'd my Bed with Coverings, he 
goeth after her ftraightway, as an Ox 4 
goeth to the Slaughter, or as a Fool to the | 1 
Correction of the Stocks. 


HE Caught him, and Kiſſed | 
Lim] — A weak Excuſe this, 4 


Sin of Adultery ! A Sin, that i 
is, in its Conſequences, a it 
EXD me SOD!} oreat Deſtroyer of Juſtice, 0 
and a villainous Abuſer of the Rational Fa- { 
culties. A Sin, that when it receives the i 
Sanction of the Great, diffuſes itſelf into the 1 
Body politic, and is deſtructive to a Com- = 
mon-Wealth. A Sin that occaſions Enmity 1 
between Relations, Coldneſs among Friends, i! 
and an utter Diſregard for the Good of So- z 
ciety: In ſhort, it is a Sin that is attended | 1 
with ſo many diſtant Evils, as muſt prove 
the Man guilty of it (notwithſtanding all his 
trifling Excuſes) to be impair'd in his Un- 
derſtanding; for, ſays Solomon in the Sixth of 
Proverbs, Whoſo committeth Adultery with a 
Woman lacketh Underſtanding, Therefore the 
| D 2 


Man 


me. 4 A 6 — 222 ch 
6 N PPP L bee 


141 


Man, thus void of Underſtanding, lays hold 
of this poor Excuſe, fooliſnly hoping that 
it may palliate his Guilt, and cries, She caught 
bim, and kiſſed bim, and with an impudent Face 
faid unto him, 1 have decked my Bed with Co- 
verings, c. Ga 11 $39 
In treating of which Words, I ſhall ſhew, 
Firſt, The Weakneſs of a Great Man's 
Underſtanding in aſſigning ſuch a Rea- 
fon for his going after an unlawful Ob- 
ject, that She caught him and kiſſed him. 
Secondly, I ſhall diſplay the Heinouſneſs 
of it with regard to both Parties. 
Thirdly and laſtiy, T ſhall beſtow ſome En- 
comiums upon Virtue, as are worthy a 
Great Man's Obſervation, | 


Firſt, then, T am to ſhew the Weakneſs of 
a Great Man's Underſtanding in aſſign- 
ing ſuch a Reaſon for his going after 
an unlawful Object, that She caught bim 
and kiſſed bim. | | 


That there is a great and manifeſt Weak- 
neſs 1n_ any Man's Underſtanding in this 
Particular is evident : Becauſe no Man can be 
guilty of this Sin, without offering Violence 
to the Laws of Nature, and conſequently to 
his Underſtanding. Though there may be 
ſome who ate guilty of it, that may not be 
in a like Degree culpable: For the Paſſion 
prompting to the Sin being more or leſs in 
all, precipitately attacks a Man, ſometimes 
before he has Time to reflect on the Conſe- 
quences, or to make any Uſe of his Intel- 
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lectual Faculties. He may, perhaps, acci- 


dentally meet with a Woman in ibe Attire of 


an Harlot, and ſubtle in Heart, and with her 
fair Speech ſhe may ſtraightway cauſe him to 


yield, and with the Flattering of ber Lips ſbe 
may force him. But this being accidental, is 
a great Alleviation of the Guilt ; for before 
he ſaw her, he had no Intention or Tendency 
towards the Sin: She ſtarted upon him, and 
by her Addreſs took ſuch a Poſſeſſion of his 
Senſes, that his Underſtanding was Jull'd : 
He perpetrates the Act, and retires : He re- 
flects afterwards upon his Folly; and not 


having ſinn'd away Conſcience, it ſtrikes 


him like a Dart through his Liver, as à Bird 
haſteth to the Snare, and knoweth not that it is 
fes f on i 4 

But the Perſon, who upon ſeeing a Woman 
(and knowing her to be the Property of an- 
other) invites her to his Bed; lets her live 


with him, even under the ſame Roof with his 


Children and Family ; ſquanders away the 


Money upon her, which would make many 


of his Dependants happy; is ſurly and haugh- 


ty to all about him, to ſhew her that ſhe'only 


has his Eſteem 3 is not aſhamed to appear 


with her on any publick Occaſion ; keeps a 
Child at a Diſtance, and hugs her in his 


Boſom; when Affairs call him from Home, 


ſhe muſt go with him, and no Expence is 
. Tpar'd to make the Grandeur of her Retinue 


equal with his own; and laſt of all, confers 


Fa vous upon her, which belong only to 


the 


5 

the Virtuous! Such a Man as this certainly 
muſt lack Underſtanding ; for none but a 
Fool, deeply immerſed in Senſual Pleaſures, 
would be ſo weak as to offer for the Excuſe 
of ſuch a Series of ill Conduct, that becauſe 
She caught him and kiſſed him, he muſt live in 
the continued Courſe of a Sin ſo diſpleaſing 
to Almighty God, and fo repugnant to his 
own Nature. 


The Weakneſs of this Great Man's Under- 
ſtanding will {till further appear, if we con- 
fider, whether the Liberty he takes with this 
Woman be without, or with, the Conſent of 
her Husband. If without, it is an evident 
Violation of another's Right, and conſequent- 

ly a great Injuſtice: If with his Conſent, it 
muſt betray an abject Meanneſs in the Perſon 
conſenting, and a conſummate Weakneſs in 
the Perſon ſuing for her; for had the Woman 
any Merit, her Husband muſt be villainous 
beyond Compariſon to proſtitute her to an- 
other; and if ſhe had none, ſhe muſt be 
highly unworthy of a Great Man's Affec- 
tion. Ny mo 


One would naturally be induc'd to think, 
that the Education beſtowed upon a Great 
Man would inſtruct him better: For no 
doubt it was given him with a Defign of 
making him capable to diſtinguiſh between 
Virtue and Vice; to cultivate the Intellectual 
Powers, and not to ſuppreſs their Influence; 


to frame his Conduct by the Rules of Right 
Reaſon, . 


Reaſon, and not to ſuffer a fond Deſire to 
obliterate its Laws; to make him active and 
vigorous in the Buſineſs of his Station, and 
not to drown him in Stupidity and Eaſe; to 
make him have a Will to do for thoſe who 
have done for him, and not to make him 
unmindful of their Services; to make him 
have a paternal Regard for his Children, and 
not to be alienated from them; to inſpire 
him with a benevolent Temper, and not to be 
deaf to the Complaints of others; to extend 
his Charity to proper Objects, and not to let 
them go empty away. In fine, to have a 
reverential Awe of the Divine Being, and a 
ſtrict Regard for Juſtice and Charity in his 
Concerns with Mankind, | 


But how is the Mighty fallen ! tell it not in 
_ Gath, publiſh it not in the Streets of Aſcalon, 
left the Daughters of the Philiftines rejoice, leſt 
the Daugbiers of the Uncircumciſed triumph. 
For to ſee a Great Man continually ſmile at 
the Smiles of an Harlot; make Uſe of all 
Occaſions to give her an Opportunity to catch 
bim and kiſs him ; and then to urge by way of 
Excuſe for his Compliance, that She caught. 
bim and kiſſed him, betrays ſuch an extrava- 
gant Folly as needs no further Proof. 


In purſuing this Subject J cannot help ob- 
ſerving, that it is a great Breach of the Un- 
derſtanding of any Man, but eſpecially of him 
whom Providence has placed in a Station, by 
which his Conduct is more exactly ſcrutinized 
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„ 
into, and his Example more liable to influence 
others, than thoſe of àn inferior Rank, to 
avoid even kiſſing a Married Woman, when 
prompted to it by any luſtful Incitement: 
For ſuch a Kiſs mult be finful, becauſe every 
Deſire of Uncleanneſs is an Undervaluing of 
our Nature, by putting us upon ſuch Practi- 
ces as Right Reaton will not allow of; which 
muſt reflect: a Diſhonour to Soul and Body. 
For the Body was given us by Almighty God 
for the Service of the Soul in all Rational 
Employ ments, and for the Conveyance of 
Senſual Pleaſures, as far as may make for the 
Preſer vation and comfortable Aſſiſtance of the 
Animal Life; but not to employ it to ſuch 
mean Purpoſes, not to make it a Drudge 

to our Luſtful Deſires, and to ſerve the Ends 
of Senſuality only. Nay, St. Pau! (whom 
I preſume I may venture to quote, ſince it is 
evident that ſome who openly live in this Sin 
join in our Creeds, and attend the Service of 
the Church in its ſeveral Offices and Sacra- 
ments) carries this Argument farther, and bids 
us flee even Fornication,' becauſe our Bodies are 
the Temples of the Holy Git. What a Diſho- 

nour is it therefore to our immortal Souls, thoſe 
Ethereal Subſtances, to conſent to ſuch Ac- 
tions as are contrary to all Natural Law and 
Reaſon; to make them undervalue themſelves 
ſo as to render them careleſs of their own In- 
tereſt and Happineſs? ene ee 


Such Beginnings, however | light ſome Peo- 
ple may make of them, ought particularly 
CN ay to 


to be guarded againſt in their Infancy, other- 
wiſe they may tend to diſſolve that Harmony 
which is the peculiar Ornament of the Mar- 
riage· State, and which God has appointed for 
the Propagation of Mankind, and for mutual 
Aſſiſtancg and Comfort in this Life. For 
when Men once betake themſelyes to theſe 
unlawful Liberties, they grow cold and in- 
different to Matrimony, and take all Oppor- 
tunities to deſpiſe it as an Enemy to their 
Pleaſures and natural Freedom. But this, at 
the beſt, is but audaciouſly breaking out from 
thoſe Fences, which Providence has made a- 
bout us, and to pretend to a Freedom incon- 
ſiſtent with our Nature, and contrary to our 
Obedience. Tis to caſſate and make void 
that Sacred Ordinance; to contemn and 
trample under Foot that primitive Inſtitution, 
as old as our very State of Innocency: It is 
to invert the Order and Preſcript of Nature, 
to wreſt God's Diſpenſation out of his Hands, 
and to proſecute their Enjoy ments upon their 
own Terms; and ſo habituate themſelves to 
ſuch unlawful Indulgences, that (having aban- 
don'd all Reſtraint) they ſtick at nothing to 
accompliſh their Defires 3 till at laſt they 
bring a Woman to ſuch. a Pitch of Impu- 
_ dence as to catch them and kiſs them, and 
themſelves to ſuch a Depraviry in their Un- 
derſtanding, as to cry out (as an Excule for 
their Guilt) in the Words of the Text, She 
caught him and kiſſed him, and with an im- 
pudent Face ſaid unto bim, I have decked my 

Bed with Coverings, * 1 | 


Lie 
I come now to the ſecond Thing I pro- 
poſed to ſpeak to, which, was to diſplay the 
Folly of going after an unlawful Object, by 
ſhewing the Heinouſneſs of the Sin with re- 
gard to both Parties. N 


Chaſtity in Matrimony. is a Duty which 
has been accounted moſt Sacred and Inviolable 
in all Ages and Nations; and the Breach of 
it was never accounted a Matter of Mirth 
and Drollery, but among us Chriſtians; who, 
nevertheleſs, to our Shame, profeſs a Re- 
ligion which eſtabliſnes Matrimony upon a 
firmer Foundation than any. Diſagreement, 
and Inequality of Temper, or Age, are in 
other Religions Cauſes ſufficient for Divorce; 
but our Saviour faith, Npuſboever patteth away: 
his Wiſe, ſaving for the Cauſe of Fornication, 
cauſes: her to commit Adultery; and he that 
marrieth her, committeth Adultery, Matth. v. 
32. Nay, the New Teſtament is full of Ex- 
hortations for making the Marriage State 
comfortable and happy: It engages us to 
conjugal Chaſtity by the Honour of the Du- 
ty, and the Wickedneſs and Puniſhment of 
the Violation of it. Marriage is honourable. 
in all, and the Bed undeſiled; but MWpbore- 
mongers and Adulterers God will. judge, Heb. 
Xiil. 4. It enjoins a moſt particular Love and 
Affection to each: St. Paul commands the 
antient Women to inſtruct the younger ones zo. 
be ſober, aud to love their Husbands, as if none 
but thoſe who did ſo could be ſober, Tit. ii. 
4. And in many other Places, the Huſband 

| | is 


L 


is obliged 70 love bis Wife as Chriſt loved be 


Church, to love bis Wife even as himſelf s 
which ply the higheſt and moſt ardent Des, 
gree of Love and Kindneſs. Therefore, 
they who do any ways contribute to the 
Breach of this Love and Fidelity, have a 


. Pretence to be Turks or Heathens, or 


any Thing, than Chriſtians. But to make 
this Diſcourſe of more general Uſe, be pleaſed 
to take a View of Ache in its threefold 
Alper. 


I, Of the Jak of any fort — * : 


ever, that ſhall defile his Neighbour's Bed. 
This, beſides the Uncleanneſs common to 


Sins of this Nature, and the Violation of 


God's expreſs Commands, is an Injury ſo 
great and intolerable, as none but the injured 
Party can make a juſt Eſtimate of. How 
impatiently do we bear the Loſs of ſome 


ſmall Part of our, Eſtates, the being over; 


reached in our Dealings, and the ill Return of 


our Adventures? And yet, as theſe, are bur 
light, ſo they are reparable Loſſes; but this 


is to ſpoil us of that, which all. Men and all 
Nations have accounted. moſt Sacred; this is 


to diſunite thoſe Affections, which, have been. 


bound together by ſo many mutual Plights 
and Vows, by the moſt religious Oaths, and 
with the molt ſacred Solemnity ;; this is to 
introduce a ſpurious Race into a Family, to 
put by often the true and genuine Heirs, and 
to deduce an irreyocable Cheat down to all 
N this is to expoſe our innocent 
* C 2 Friend 
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Friend to all the Contempt and Contumely of 
the World, to all the miſerable Effects of a 
divided Family. Methinks, however Men 
were hurried; on by the Impetus and Rage of 
their wicked, Luſts; methinks, 1 ſay, meer 
Natural Pity, and the Tenderneſs ot Humane 
Nature ſhould keep them from acting an In- 
juſtice againſt their Neighbour, the Effects of 
which are jo horribly cruel, and ſo peſtilen- 
i . 2b edt fn ane) 


2. Of the Wickedneſs of this Sin on the 
part of the Adulterous Husband: He that 
hath Jefz the Wife of bis Youth, and followed 
after ſtrange Nomen, that has contemned the 
chaſte Embraces of the Conjugal Bed, for 
the polluted Love of an infamous Harlot: 
For him to behold the criminal Blackneſs of 
His Sin, 'tis but the Caſting his Eyes back 
upon thoſe ſacred Engagements they made to 
each other betore they entred into this Holy 
Order; to recollect thoſe. Vows and Pro- 
teſtatioas then interchangeably made, fo 
uttered, and ſo repeated with the - moſt 
earneſt and moſt endearing Accents; let him 
remember . thoſe . ſolemn Promiſes made be- 
fore Almighly God, in the Face of his 
People; thoſe Hands then joined together 
by the Miniſter in Token of an indifloluble 
Band, and an uninterrupted Amity ; and 
then let him conſider how monſtrouſly 
criminal it is to break thro' all theſe Tyes 
and Obligations, and to proſecute a Luſt 
which is attended with all this ä | 
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neſs and Perjury. Lethim conſider farther, 
how ungratefu} and ungenerous it is then 
thus to ſlight and deſpiſe her who quitted 
her Father's Heuſe, and left ber Mother that. 


gave ber Suct, to take Sanctuary in his Boſom, 


and to live under his Protection; thus to 
neglect and contemn her, that had always 
lived with him in an inviolable Loyalty, and 
unſpotted Duty and Affection, and a conſtant 
Care and Tenderneſs ; that has, beſides, 
adorned his Bed with a numerous Off-ſpring, 
ſo that his Children flouriſh hike Olive. Branches 
round' about bis Table: Now, aſter all this, 
for him thus vilely to have abuſed his good 
Co- partner in every Fortune, it manifeſts him 
guilty of the moſt wicked Treachery, the 
fouleſt Ingratitude, and to have a Soul ſunk 
to the loweſt Degree of Baſeneſs and Inhu- 
manity. Add to this the conſtant Troubles 
and Vexations in ſuch a Family, the Diſobe- 
dience of the Children, and the Coldneſs of 
their Love to ſuch a Father, the daily Diſ- 
quiet of the more innocent and ünknowing 
Babes, that were wont to ſympathize with their 
diſconſolate Mother, the growing Wicked- 
neſs of their riper Children, that will be too 
apt to imitate the Example of ſo lewd a Pa- 
rent: But I ſhall conclude this Particular with 
that memorable Paſſage in the Prophet Mala- 
chi: The Lord bath been Witneſs between thee 
and the Wife of thy Youth, againſt whom thou 
haſt dealt treacherouſiy; yet ſhe was thy Com- 
panion, and the Wife of thy Covenant. And did 
be not make one? yet had he the Reſidue of the 
| os Spirit; 
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Spirit; and wherefore one? That he migbt 
ſeek a godly Seed: Therefore take heed to your 
Spirit, aud let none deal treacherouſiy againſt 
the Wiſe of thy Youth, Mal. ii, 14. . 


3. Of the Wickedneſs of this Sin on the 

Part of the Adulierous'F/ife. Whatever Guilt 
is contracted by the Adulterous Huſband, the 
ſame is imputable to the Adulterous Wife, be- 
cauſe of the Mutualneſs of their Matrimonial 
Promiſes, and their other Obligations to a 
mutual Gratitude. But on the Woman's 
Side, that is guilty of this Crime, there ſuper- 
venes an additional Wickedneſs. She, before 
ſhe can arrive at this Pitch of Impiety, muſt 
offer Violence to her Nature, break thro? all 
the Fences of her natural Modeſty, and fteel 
her Forehead with the moſt harden'd Impu- 
dence, She is not only guilty of the Breach 
of ſo many Oaths and Vows of Ingratitude 
to her kind Protector and Cheriſher, but is 
perfidiouſly diſloyal to her Head and Superior, 
to whom ſhe owes ſo much Obſervance and 
Obedience; for whoſe Sake ſhe ought, not 
only to maintain her Chaſtity entire, but.even 
an unſpotted and unqueſtionable Reputation; 
and therefore, to defile his Bed with the Em- 
braces of an impure Adulterer, is not only 
an Injury, but a moſt ſcandalous, baſe and 
impious Conſpiracy. But the horrid Conſe- 
quences of the Fact ſet her Crime above all 
Eſtimation; to Baſtardize a Family, and per- 
haps to wrong her own Children of their Pa- 
ternal Inheritance; to take off the 1 
ove 


[45 ] 


Love from his own Children, and make him 
look upon them all as an uncertain, if not a 
ſpurious Progeny; to cauſe him to deny a 
ſufficient Maintenance even to his true-born 
Sons, and perhaps to leave them poor and ſuc- 
courleſs in the midſt of his Affluence. Theſe 
are ſuch miſerable and fatal Events of this 
Crime, that ſhe who, notwithſtanding all this, 
ſhall engage in it, muſt, one would think, 
have diveſted herſelf of all the Tenderneſs of 
her Sex, and have put on a ſort. of .deviliſh 
Cruelty, thus to offer to him, in requital of 
his Love and Kindneſs, ſuch an irreparable 

and inſupportable Injur x. 85 


I ſhall not here nicely examine upon what 
Account Mankind alone, of all the Creation, 
has acquired that Modeſty and Shame: faced- 
neſs about Venereal Malters, altho? I cannot 
ſubſcribe to ſome Opinions, who will have 
it only to proceed from Cuſtom and Deſign, 
to raiſe our Appetites the higher after thoſe 
Things which we ſee purpoſely hid from us; 
but I think rather, that it aroſe chiefly from 
the Lapſe of Mankind, who were not till 
then aſhamed of their' Nakedneſs, till Sin had 
raiſed in them ſuch diſorderly Appetites and 
Inclinations, to which they were greater 
Strangers. before; at the Thoughts whereo 
they were confounded themſelves, and endea-f 
voured, as much as they could, to hide them 
from the Knowledge of others. But be this 
as it will, every Man finds within himſelf a 
natural Deſire to ſkreen over with Silence 
&, . every 
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every thing in relation to theſe Matters; ahd 
we ſee that thoſe People who have laid aſide 


this natural Shame- facedneſs, and given them- 


ſelves up to obſcene Talk and Actions, have 
been always accounted ſome of the greateſt 
Monſters in Nature, that have offer'd more 
Violence to her, than any Men beſide. And 


therefore it is obſerved, that in all civiliz'd 


Nations this Practice has been uſed only by 
the meaneſt and baſeſt ſort of People; but 
thoſe of a more refined Education have had 


the utmoſt Abhorrence of it. And we may 


farther obſerve, that nothing is ſo great a 
Guard to Virtue as Modeſty ; for we often- 
times fee, that when Vice has made itſelf 
Maſter of all the other Fences, this holds out 
till the very laſt: And therefore Men ſhould 
be very cautious of abandoning that Hoid 
which 1s oftentimes ſtronger than Reaſon and 
Grace together. And indeed, if we ſhould 
ſet this ſingle Paſſion aſide, Mankind would 
become a Herd of Goats and Satyrs ; there 


would be no Order or Government, no Di- 


ſtinction of Blood or Families, no Care or 


Proviſion for Children, but the whole Race 


of rational Beings would become more 
Beaſts than the Cattle of the Field. And 
this ſeems to me to be the Reaſon why God 
did implant (ſince the Fall at leaſt) this Pu- 
dicity in Mankind alone; becauſe he deſigned 
Matrimonial Cohabitation, and a Diſtinſtion 
of Families amongſt Men, which he did not 
among Beaſts, when he allowed them promiſ- 


cuous Commixtures. Now, this natural 
Shame⸗ 


„ 


Shame- facedneſs i is as it were Nature's Check 
to all raſh and Precipitate Love,” which be- 
ing afforded in'a proper Degree to the Fe- 
male Sex, does re pite any indiſcreet and un- 
equal Propoſals among young People, till 
ſuch time as the more mature and wiſer Judg- 
ment of Parents may interpoſe. Therefore 
I much wonder why ſo many of our Youth 
of both Sexes ſhould purpoſely endeavour, 
by a vicious Converfation, and an affected 
bold Deportmenr, to deſtroy their inbred Mo- 
deſty, which is fo Fer, natural, and withall 
ſo excceding 4 for Impudence, 
tho? it cannot bluſh, is ten times more ugly 
and ſhameful than 15 greateſt Shame: faced- 


neſs. So Dio 12155 ſeeing 'a young Man 


troubled at his ing put out of Countenance 
by a confident Man, e not tonterned, ſays 

he, for ibis is the Colour of Virtue,” Bur'I am 
afraid, a great man think Virtue to be of 
another Colour, when they male all their 
Actions look of ſo different a Hue: For 
how can one reconcile with natural Modeſty 
thoſe obſcene Jeſts, which are the frequent 
Themes of Virgin Tongues; who take them- 
ſelves to be moſt witty when they are moſt 
bold, and do only laugh at that which ſhould 
in all Reaſon make them 5/ h? It is a fad 
Sign of the prevailing Immodeſty of the Age, 


that one can hardly hear a good Tune, but 


the Obſcenity of the Words is more grating 
to the Ears, than the Mufic is melodious. 
Our common Dances are fort of Anti- Pyr- 


rhic ones, and Fn the Camp of Venus, 
as 


7 
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as others did thoſe of Mars. Nay, our very 
Makers and Actors of Plays are wont to ex- 
cuſe the Immodeſty of them by the Humour 
of the Age, which will bear nothing more 
ſerious ; and hardly any thing is more com- 
mon, than to ſee Perſons of reputed V irtue 


and Honour, fit admiring Spectators at ſuch 
Plays, from which Cato would have run away 


faſter than from the Foralia: Nay, farther, in 
ſome Places it is accounted a Piece of Breeding, 
and a taking Quality, in the Prophet's Phraſe, 
to have Eyes full of Adultery, where 
the Looks and Actions of Virgins are fre- 
quently ſuch, as would in ancient Times have 


deflowred a Veſtal. But hold! It is not my 
Buſineſs here to Satyrize upon the Age, 


but only to recommend Modefty, which we 
ought to ſhew in all our Words and Actions, 
not to ſpeak any thing which doth in the leaſt 
ſavour of Filthineſs or Obſcenity, rather to 
loſe our Jeſt than our Reputation, and to part 
with a lewd Company ſooner. that our own 
Innocence; to uſe no Actions which betoken 
any Laſciviouſneſs or Impurity, but rather ta 
chuſe to be taxed with an ill-bred Shame- 
facedneſs, than with an unchriſtian Impu- 


dence. 


Having now briefly touched upon the 
Heinouſneſs of Adultery with regard to 
both Parties, let us now turn our Eyes upon 
our great Adulterer, and ſee how miſerably 
defective he is in his Duty to God and himſelf, 

which | 


1 


which will ſtrike every thinking Man with 
Horror and Concern : For he durſt not pray, 
becauſe he cannotXwith us) call God Our 
Father, to whoſe Will he acts ſo repugnant. 
He muſt not ſay, hallowed be thy Name, be- 
__ he is a ſignal Inſtance of unhallowing 
He cannot deſire his Kingdom to come, 
beet he is not prepar'd to receive it. He 
cannot ſay, thy Will be done, becauſe he does 
not deſire it. He muſt be aſhamed to aſk for 
his Daily Bread, when he ſo little deſerves it. 
He cannot ſay, Forgive me my Treſpaſſes, be- 
cauſe Forgiveneſs is promiſed on Repentance, 
which he has no Delign to exerciſe, He muſt. 
have an amazing Impudence to deſire not 
to be led into Temptation, when it is his 
chief Aim to be continually in the Way of 
it. He muſt not petition to be delivered 
from Evil, becauſe he cannot expect to be 
heard. In ſhort, he durſt not pray, and he 
cannot praiſe God, for every Time he attempts 
it, it is a downright Mockery. He may go 
to Church, and join in its Prayers and Praiſes, 
but it can be only to triumph in his Wicked- 
neſs: He may receive the Sacrament, but it 
can be only to laugh at the Inſtitution, Af- 
ter this, I think, one may reaſonably imagine , 
him to be one of the Fools mentioned by the 
wiſe Man, who makes a Mock ar Sin, and 
facrilegiouſly tramples upon Virtue. When 
a Wretch, like this, has once made Folly and 
Wickedneſs get the Aſcendant over Reaſon 
and Religion ; tis impoſſible, bur he muſt alſo 


be very defective in his Duty to himſelf: He 
72 muſt 
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muſt live like a Brute; for as Reaſon makes 
the Man, ſuch a Violation of it, muſt deſtroy 
its Influence. Since it is generally allowed, that 
Selt-love is the predominant Principle in the 
human Mind, one would think that ſhould 
determine a Man to conſult his own Happi- 
neſs, and not to act ſo repugnant to it, as the 
Adulterer muſt 3 for every Indulgence of his 
Paſſion (*tis true) gratifies his Deſire for the 
preſent, but entirely diſqualifies him to take 
Pleaſure in that which God Almighty has 
deſigned as the Reward of Virtue, which 


is a tranquil Mind reſulting from an applaud- 


ing Conſcience, and which is the neceſſary 
Effect of Reflection on a paſt well-ſpent 
Life. Now the Adulterer can have none of 
theſe pleaſing Reflections, being guided only 
by Paſſion inſtead of Reaſon, ſo that he is 
continually hurried into Anger, Rage, and 
every other V ice. 


J think I have, as briefly as I could, ſhewn 
the Weakneſs of this Great Man's Excuſe 


for his Sin, under the firſt Head ; and under 


the Second, diſplay'd the Heinouſneſs of A- 
dultery in both Parties; and likewiſe ſhewn 
hew miſerably defective a Great Adulterer 
muſt be in his Duty to God and himſelf; I 
ſhall now endeavour to divert you from this 


- melancholy Scene, by beſtowing ſome Enco- 


miums upon Virtue, as are worthy a Great 
Man's Obſervation, which is the third and laſt 


Thing I propoſed to ſpeak to. 
. | Vir- 
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Virtue ſtands in need of nothing but itſelf ; 
it renders Man illuſtrious in this Life, and 
glorious aſter Death :*Tis not Gray-hairs that 
begets Reſpect, but a Life virtuouſly paſſed 
confers Glory, It's a ſtrange Fatuity in Man, 
that he never takes thought how to Jive vir- 
tuouſly, but is very careful how to live long; 
when it lies in the Power of Man to ive 
well, but it is out of his Power to live long. 
It is the Bounty of Nature that we live, but of 
Virtue that we live well. An honeſt virtuous 
Man lives not to the World, but to his own 
Conſcience ; he, as the Planets above, ſteers 
a Courſe contrary to that of the World. Ir 
is no ſmall Pleaſure for a virtuous Perſon to 
ſay to himſelf, Could a Man enter and ſee into 
my Heart, yet ſhould he not find me guilty 
either of the Affliction or Ruin of any body, 
nor culpable of Envy or Revenge, nor tainted 
with Innovation, Sedition, or Schiſm, nor 
ſpotted with the falſify ing my Word; I have 
always lived upon my own, all my Deſires 
have been terminated within myſelf. There- 
fore I take care that the bright Luſtre of my 
Virtues may enlighten the whole Sphere 
wherein I move. N 


You may receive Honours, but that is to 
be gallant in Livery ; it is Virtue that is the 
only Nobility. I love Virtue in any Man, 
for it will ſecure me againſt any wrong from 
him, and will aſſure me of his good Wiſhes, 
if he cannot lend me his Aſſiſtance, A 


vir- 


4 
) 


may. 


ELL 


virtuous Perſon looks upon the whole 
World as his Country, and upon God to be 
as Witneſs and Judge of his Words and 
Deeds; he ſo governs his Life and Thoughts, 
as if the whole World were to ſee the one and 
to read the other. He never opens the Door 
to the leaſt Evil, for fear others which lie in 
Ambuſh ſhould come after : He is much of 


the Nature of the Sun, which paſſeth thro? 


many Pollutions, yet remains pure as before : 
He ſtands not more in awe of other Men 
than of himſelf, nor commits more Offences 
tho? no Man were to know them, than if all 
Men were to obſerve them. Crimes, tho? 


they may be ſecret, can never be ſecure ; nor 


doth it avail an Offender to be concealed 
from himſelf. If I do nothing but what is 
honeſt, let all the World know it; but if 
otherwiſe, what doth ir ſignify to have no- 
body know it, ſo long as I know it myſelf? 
Sin is its own Torment, and the fear of Ven- 
geance purſues thoſe who eſcape the Stroke of 
it; for Nature hath ſet upRacks and Gibdets in 
the Conſciences of vicious Perſons. He who 
is guilty of any enormous Sin, lives in per- 


petual Terror, and whilſt he. expects to be 


puniſhed, he puniſhes himſelf; and whoſoever 
deſerves it, expects it: What, if he be not de- 
tected? He is ſtill in Apprehenſion that he 


. 


Men love the Evil in themſelves, yet no 
Man loves it in another; and tho* a Man 


may be a Friend to Sin, yet Nobody loves the 


Sinner. 


. 
Sinner. Mankind is entred into a ſort of 
Confederacy againſt Virtue; it is dangerous 
to be honeſt, and only profitable to be vici- 
ous. We live in the ruſt of the Iron Age; 
Piety itſelf is in Exile, Integrity gone, and 
the Branches of the moſt flouriſhing Virtues 
are all lopped : Were you led in Triumph, 
you may bear the ſame Mind, and be as great 
as the Conqueror: If you are placed amongft 
Emperors, or amongſt Beggars, let not the 
one make you proud, nor the other aſham- 
ed. Virtue hath an illuſtrious Theatre te 
ſhew itſelf in all Fortunes; a Man that is 
condemned, if he be innocent, and doth not. 
vex, exerciſes the Virtue of Patience; if 
he be guilty, and acknowledges himſelf ſo, 
he co-operates with Juſtice, 


A wicked Man is afraid of his own Me- 
mory, and in the Review of himſelf he finds 
only Appetite, Avarice, or Ambition. Vice 
hath its certain Period, after which it becomes 
deſperate and incurable. Thoſe who leaſt 
practiſe. Virtue in outward Appearance, cun- 
ningly make it the Mark whereunto all their 
Actions level; there muſt be the Signature of 
Virtue on the worſt of Actions, otherwiſe 
they would not be paſſant, and receive Enter- 
tainment. Virtuous Perſons are by all good 
Men openly reverenced, and even ſilently by 
bad; fo much do the Beams of Virtue dazzle 
even unwilling Eyes. You muſt labour 
and climb the Hill, if you will arrive at Vir- 
tue, whoſe ſeat is upon the Top of it; it is 
8 - 
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a great Encouragement to well-doing, that 


when you are once in the Poſſeſſion of Virtue, 


it is your own for ever. 


If your Mind at any time ſeems to ſtagger, 


and be in ſuſpence what to do, fix on tome 
grave and good Man, and ſuppoſe him al- 


ways preſent with you, and do all Things as 


if he looked on; then becauſe of the Reve- 


Tence you bear to him, you will tear to offend 
or act any thing that is All, leſt he ſhould 
find fault with it. Every Night call your- 
ſelf to an Account, what Infirmity you have 
maſtered to Day? By this Scrutiny your 
Vices will abate of themſelves, and yourſelf be- 
come better and more virtuous. Lou may be 
honeſt in the dark, and virtuous without a 
Wuneſs; you may have ſuch an inbred Loyalty 
to Virtue, as to ſerve her without a Livery. 
Let Integrity be the Ballaſt of your Soul, and 
Virtue the Lading: You may be deprived of 
Honours and Riches againſt your Will, but 
not of your Virtues except you conſent. 
Since then Virtue appears thus amiable, let us 
ſteadily perſevere in the Cauſe of it, which 
w1ll entitle us to that Eternity of Happineſs, 
where is Fulneſs of Foy, and at God's Right 
Hand, Pleaſures for evermore, © 


#7. > © 


1 
[ 
0 


